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ERICAN DOCUMENTATION INSTITUTE 
elund Meeting Highlights (Nov. 4-5, 1954) 


The first ADI meeting away from Washington proved highly suce- 
essful, with attendance comparable to earlier meetings. The Local Com 
fittee under the Chairmanship of Helen M. Focke and the Program Com 
littee headed by Eugene Power deserve congratulations. 


' Program highlights included J. W. Kuipers’ unveiling of Eastman's 
inicard»; Dr S.A, Alexander’s description of ENIAC and the possibility 
the use of computing machines in documentation; Elliot Crooks’ opti 

ic forecast of facsimile development; and the spirited discussion follow 
A.A. Goldman’s paper on the Photoduplication of Copyright Material. 

e and other papers have been submitted to Jesse Shera, Editor of 
herican Documentation for selection and publication 


The experiment with voluntary ten-minute papers was both popular 
nd productive and recommends itself for future ADI programs 


’ The Technical Writers and Editors Round Table had a productive 
sion with papers from Ethaline Cortelyou, Mrs Jean B. North and Ernest 
DON. 


Membership balloting resulted in the election of : 
President-elect Joseph Hilsenratt 
Treasurer : Harold Oatfield 
Council Members Helen L. Browson 
Kenneth H. Fagerhaugh 
Karl F. Heumann 
3 Lachian F. MacRae 
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Seidels Award: At the banquet meeting Dr Atherton Seidels, wejj 
known for his pioneering work in Microfilm, was presented in absentiq 
with a scroll expressing ADI appreciation of his achievement. 


Plans for «AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION»: President Lee an- 
nounced that the Council voted to establish a revolving capital fund of $5000 
for AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION. The Editor is to be fully responsible as 
Business Manager and Editor and the fund is eventually to be recovered 
and returned to ADI working funds. 


The membership on Ralph Shaw’s motion instructed the Council to 
activate an International Relations Committee. The newly formed Inter- 
national Relations Committee is interested in learning the names of ADI 
members who plan (even tentatively) to attend the International Congress 
of Libraries and Documentation Centers at Brussels, September 11-15, 1956. 


New Constitution : The Incorporation of ADI in the District of Colum- 
bia as described in the President’s Newsletter, N’ 8 and approved by the 
members made imperative major constitutional changes. Accordingly, the 
Constitutional Revision Committee chaired by Dr Lee made a draft consti- 
tution which was submitted to the membership and provisionally approved. 
There are three sections of the Constitution : The Constitution itself, con- 
sisting of a statement of purposes, without provision for changing the 
By-laws, relating to organization and function of the Institution, which 
may be changed by membership vote followed by mail ballot and the 
standing rules, having to do with procedure. which may be changed at 
any time by vote of the membership. Included in the provisional approval 
was a requirement that the Constitution be submitted by mail to the entire 
membership for approval. The Constitution is now being duplicated. and 
will be distributed to the membership with the next Newsletter. 





Abstracts of Reporis 
Treasurer ‘Jerrold Orne) 


Interim report covering December 3. 1953-October 20, 1954, final re- 
port available after audit : 





Cash on hand December 3: $7394.56... Received : $6007.11... Disbursed : 
$5802.74. On hand October 20, $7598.93. Of this $2500 is in government bonds. 
AD cost the members $3675.62: FID dues $660.75; Secretarial $400; member- 
ship campaign $101. On the income side, subscriptions and sales of AMERI- 
CAN DOCUMENTATION and membership dues led. while gifts and interest 
totalled less than $50. 


Membership Committee (Robert S. Bray, Chairman) 


The committee sent letters to all Annual Meeting registrants and Ex- 
members soliciting membership applications... revised the ADI brochure... 
prepared and distributed a membership list, together with a breakdown of 
members by field of training. position and nature of employment... al) for 
$101. 
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Committee on Auxiliary Publications (Donald C. Holmes. Chairman) 


3,302 items are now on deposit... 262 were added during the year... 
76 orders were received for 719 document reproductions at a sales total of 
$1540.91. The Committee proposed to the Council a series of proposals for 
vitalizing the auxiliary publication program, including an aggressive adver- 
tising program. and deposit concessions to ADI institutional members. 


Committee on Organization of Information (Wm. T. Mason, Chairman) 


In accordance with its mission, this Committee recommended. the 
establishment of three committees in this area: 

a. Editorial Control of Technical Documents, To concern itse'f with 
matters of Standardization of format and mechanics, standardiza- 
tion of types of technical reports, and principles of editorial selection. 

b. Bibliographic Organization, To concern itself with classification 
and indexing systems and machine techniques for bibliographic con- 
trol. 

c. Program Participation and Use, To concern itself with the integra- 
tion of documentation activities into the programs and functions of 
the operating divisions of the agency served. 


Committee on Research (Robert Tumbleson, Chairman) 


Reports on activities of individual members of the committee include 
the compilation by R.R. Shaw and S. Herner of an annotated list of stu- 
dies relating to the use of scientific and technica! literature by scientists 
and engineers, and a memorandum proposal by K. Heumann suggesting 
the application of information theory to documentation problems. 


The Committee suggests further use studies and exploration of the 
relation. of literature use to the general communications problem in Team 
research. It also calls attention io the dilemma that, while fiscal support 
is not lacking for instrumentation, funds for study of the organizing of 
information preparatory to machine processing are scarce. 


Committee on Bibliography ‘Mrs Helen L. Browson, Chairman) 


The Committee’s principa) activity, preparation of the abstract sec- 
tion in AD, resulted in an average of 65 abstracts per issue. 


A study of abstracting services in the field disclosed relatively low 
duplication. Of 78 items abstracted in the Journal of Documentation only 
Thad appeared in AD; of 219 in Library Science Abstracts (with a broader 
coverage), only 5 were in AD; of 83 in Chemical Literature, only 16 were 
in AD. Secondary publication even in the field of documentation is far 
from complete. 


Possibility of sharing abstracts with other services, notably Chemical 
Literature is being explored. Failing achievement of a single comprehen- 
sive abstracting service. division of labor would seem to be the appropriate 
solution. 
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ALA Division 6] Cataloging and Classification \J. Elias Jones, Deputy 
Delegate to ADI) 


Revision of the Dewey Decimal Classification and preparation of a 
16th edition proceeds apace under the Editorship of David J. Haykin, = 
Library of Congress... Comments on the Classification are invited... Special — 
committees have been set up to revise the ALA Cataloging Code, to pro — 
mote cooperation in cataloging oriental materials, and to cvoperate with — 
Latin American catalogers. ADI attention is invited to the papers published — 
in the Division’s Journal of Cataloging and Classification 4 


1955 MEETING 


The Counci! has accepted an invitation to hoid tts 1955 meeting ip 
Philadelphia 


025 3:778.14 
Cataloging of Microfilm 


Polly Tucker Jones in the «Journal of Cataloging and Classifications 
10 (1954) 3 (July) p. 155-157 ‘a quarterly periodical of the American Library 
Association) gives a selected bibliography on the cataloging of microfilm, 
The author remarks that no definite standardization has been achieved, 
and adds that in practically all cases microfilms are cataloged as books. 

Another report was published after a Conference on International 
Standards for Film Cataloging, held at the Library of Congress in May. 
1953. The Conference recommended a 3”x5" (7,5x 12,5 cm) card, the rules” 
used in the Library of Congress and in the British Film Institute should 
form the basis for the descriptive catalog entries with the modification 
that the country of origin should be added and with the addition that both 
Dewey Classification and UDC numbers should be added. A list of docu 
ments available from Unesco and from these sources is added. 

In October 1954 The British Film Institute published «Rules for use 
in the Cataloguing Department of the National Film Library». From the 
introduction we quote that in March 1953 the Library of Congress issued 
a second preliminary edition to their rules. In April Unesco issued a draft, 
edition of an International Standard System tor Cataloguing of Educa 
tional, Scientific and Cultura] Films and Filmstrips adapted from the 
Library of Congress rules with modifications suggested by those of the 
Natonal Film Library of the British Film Institute. These rules, howevef,- 
are considered inadequately for specialized collections, especially when it 
concerns the title entry. The National Film Library enters all films (with 
the exception of newsfilms) under the original title of release and in the 
language of the original work. The catalogue of the National Film Library” 
consists of main entries and a number of classed and alphabetical indexes+ 
title catalogue, newsfilm catalogue, index to production credits, subject 
index (UDC), biography index, form index, and index to treatment. The 
cards used for the indexes measure 3” x5”. 
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